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Chieftain and His Followers

By GEORGE DALLASMOSGROVE

MOHGAJT VERSUS MORGAN

The beetling- crags of yon mountain liigU

Whose Atlas shoulders nron tlie upper sky
First catch the glowing sunlight of the

day
Which lingers there from others passed

avrny

It will be remembered that Duke and
Morgan were temporarily separated at
Lexington the former to serve as the
cjes and ears of Ileths army in front of

Covington and Cincinnati and the latter
to go to the Kentucky mountains to inter-
cept

¬

and harass Gen Geo W Morgan
x jtrcating from Cumberland Gap

When Gen Kirby Smith entered Ken-
tucky

¬

by an unfortified pass through the
mountains to the west of Cumberland Gap
aud occupied Central Kentucky he cut
the Federal General Geo W Morgan off
from his supplies in fact left the Fed-
eral

¬

commander with his little army four
brigades isolated at Cumberland Gap It
would seem that the Federal authorities
had quite forgotten the precarious situa-
tion

¬

of the commander at Cumberland
Gap for he was left to rely entirely upon
his own resources and as I understand
be did not even receive any instructions
as to what course he should pursue Many
another commander in a like dire extremi-
ty

¬

would have surrendered his abandoned
nrmv to the enemy Not so with the in-

domitable
¬

Gen Geo W Morgan Fully
realizing that to save his army from star-
vation

¬

or capture retreat was his only re-

course
¬

he destroyed his stores and plunged
into the mountain wilderness of Eastern
Kentuckv a desolate aud barren land to
march to the Ohio River 200 miles dis-

tant
¬

Even if he were unmolested by the
Confederates a march through that moun-

tainous
¬

region deprived of food for man
or beast would rsquire heroic courage and
enduring fortitude It was like marching
through the valley of the shadow of
death to the Better Land beyond I
once heard a comrade Confederate in those
same mountains exclaim I cant stretch
my arms in these valleys without skinning
them against the rock ribbed hills Be-

fore
¬

he could reach The Beautiful Itivcr
the pallantand resourceful Federal General
would have to pass through Ilazard
find Lost Creek march along Trouble-
some

¬

encounter Hell fr Sartin and
encamp on Devils-Half-Acr- e Possibly
he might catch a glimpse of blessed sun-

shine
¬

at Kingdom Come There were
no roads in those mountains nothing but

trails Literally Gen Morgan had to
cut his way through with ax and sword

Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood
Stand dressed in living green

So to the Jews old Canaan stood
While Jordan rolled between

I can not believe that Jordan is a
harder road to travel than was Gen Geo
W Morgans line of march along the sor-
rowful

¬

waters of Lost Creek on the Trou-
blesome

¬

I have never thought Gen Morgans ad-

mirably
¬

conducted retreat received due
credit Bonaparte said There shall be
no Alps Morgan said in effect There

hall be no Kentucky Mountains
Having made a long running starving

fight the lost Federal army came out
ci the mountain wilderness looking like
an army of specters their clothing tatt-
ered and torn and their bodies wasted for
want of fcod

While the Federal General was making
bis heroic march he had difficulties to en-

counter
¬

other than the interposition of
natures obstructions in the rugged moun ¬

tains Gen John II Morgan the Con-

federate
¬

chief energetically harassed his
front aud flank I can not do better than
to let one of Gen John II Morgans sol
diers an intelligent writer tell the story
of the mountain campaign

With about 1000 cavalrymen we reach-
ed

¬

Richmond Sept 120 where we learned
that the Federals were moving from Man-
chester

¬

via Booneville to Mt Sterling so
as to strike the Ohio River at Maysvillc
It became necessary to make a detour
and by rapid marching bead them near
Ilazci Green Gen Stephenson aud Col
Af hby were to press them iff the rear
Gen Humphrey Marshall was to move to
Mt Sterling aud either stop their march
or strike them in flank Our part was
merely to delay them nutil Stephenson or
Marshall could strike The enemy beat
ns to Hazel Green which made it neces-
sary

¬

for us to make another wletour and
night march We then gained their front
near AVest Liberty

On the afternoon of the 2Cth Morgan
i ent two companies under Capt Will
Jones to strike the flank of the marching
Federal column which he knew must be
stretched out at great length He thought
a vigorous attack in flank toward the rear
would cause the leading command to bnlt
until the column could close up and by
thus delaying the advance he would be
more able to fcuccessfully operate in their
front

JoDes attacked on foot striking the
rear guard of the second advance brigade
and utterly surprising them lie killed
several captured some dozen prisoners
wounding a number and scattered a drove
of cattle through the woods Morgan and
his staff and Maj Breckinridge had rid ¬

den along to see Joness fight but Morgan
gave no commands preferring to let Jones
conduct the affair in his own way

After this little foray was over Mor-
gan

¬

rode with some others to the main
rofd seeking information Dr Tom Al ¬

len had the wounded nil Federal removed
to a church near by to give them neces-
sary

¬

attention Morgan Breckinridge
Alston and others rode n few hundred
yards forward to where a creek crossed
the road just beyond which was a short
steep wootfed hill Very carclefckly the
whole party stopped to water the horses
cud some of them dismounted and kneel ¬

ing upon rocks were drinking when sud-
denly

¬

a Federal regiment in line of bat-
tle

¬

mnJe its appearance- - upon tho cret
of the hill not more than 100 yards dis
tant and fired a volley which however
injured none of the party Behind tho sur-
prised

¬

Confederates was a long June with
high fences and cleared fields on each side
Death or capture seemed inevitable but
with his characteristic readiness and cool ¬

ness Morgan shouted Tell Col Breckin-
ridge

¬

to advnnceMaj Jones open your
guns The enemy fell back over the hill
and wc in greater hurry evacuated the
premises

On the 27th wc had another skirmish
and captured a few prisoners the enemy
evidently waiting for the column to close
np On the 28th a treacherous guide led
us into an ambush from which however
wo extricated ourselves with small loss
On the 20th Maj Breckinridge took two
companies and ambushed the Federals
from the side of a semi circular bluff
around which the road runs The column
came to within 20 yards of the line of am ¬

bush and its head was nearly beyond the
extreme flank of the Confederates in the
advance being 17 cavalrymen riding care
lessly their legs thrown over the poininel
of their saddles some of them eating paw-
paws

¬

Suddenly Breckinridges ritllcmcn
fired at least one hundred shots and when
they had fired a second volley aud the
smoke had cleared away no enemy was to
be seen the head of tio column having
been thrown back like a wave broken upon
a rock Before a line could be formed
or a gun unlimbcred wo were gone aud
laughed as wo marched to the music of
their guns shelling the innocent woods over
the mountain from us

After this the Federals changed their
tactics and marched with a strong line
of skirmishers in front and upon both
flanks We fought vigorously with ax and
torch felling trees to barricade the road

Sjjgfejtda- -

and destroying bridges making every bar-
ricade

¬

cost n skirmish and time for with
us time was everything It was a hard
country for cavalry service

From the morning of Sept 20 to noon
Aug 1 more than five days the Federals
had marched not over 30 miles less than
six miles n day Wc had done our work
but where was Stephenson or Marshall
Anxiously expecting them Morgan had
sent couriers to them and to Gen Kirby
Smith We knew that the enemy were
living almost exclusively on meat for we
in their front were without bread living
on fresh beef without salt half ripe corn
and pawpaws If either Maishall or
Stephenson had attacked Gen Geo W
Morgans army must certainly have been
forced to surrender v

About noon Aug 1 Morgan received
in order from Gen Kirby Smith to make
no further effort to impede the Federal
retreat but to rejoin the mnin army at
Lexington or wherever it might be

Toward the latter part of the expedi-
tion

¬

the bushwhackers became very trou-
blesome

¬

Little Billy Peyton Morgans
orderly rode down on one of them and
tried to scare him into surrender with an
empty pistol The fellow had two guns
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he had just fired one at Peyton nnd the
other was loaded He answered Peytons

to with a shot from the
latter Throwing himself along his horsess
side Billy escaped being killed but was
slightly wounded His chief regret how-
ever

¬

was that his assailant escaped
Gen Geo W Morgan displayed consum-

mate
¬

skill and grim determination and his
men laudable courage and fortitude in
making that difficult and dangerous march
over long miles of barren and desolate
mountains assailed by famine and sword
Gen John H Morgan of course made the
Federal Generals road the harder to
travel At this late day is idle to specu-
late

¬

upon what might have been the re-

sult
¬

had the leading Confederate Generals
given Gen John H Morgan promised sup
port and displayed netter generaisnip m
intercepting the retreat of the Cumberland
Gap army The fact remains that Gen
Geo W Morgan abandoned and
marched through the lines of an environ-
ing

¬

enemy and over mountains across the
entire length of Eastern Kentucky his
flaes waving defiance all-- tho way and
reached the Ohio River somewhat dis

i ti n 4iAugureu uul aim ju ufe
When Morgan left Lexington Oct C

he had with him the regiments of Duke
Gano and Cluke about 1500 men
Breckinridges having been de-

tached on the 4th nnd engaged skirm
ishing with the enemy on the road be
tween Lawrenccmirg aud liarrodsonrg
and Harrodsburg and Ferryville

Following m the rear of Gen Smitlrs
infantry Morgan was ordered to take
position between Versailles nnd ¬

and attack tho enemy if he made
his appearance it being thought probable
that uie Federals would advance irom
Frankfort and an engagement in the
vicinity of Versailles where a portion of
Gen Smiths infantry were stationed
anticipated Gen Smith hearing that
the enemy were advancing in force
Lawrenceburg and that they had occu
pied that place with an advanco guard
ordered Buford to drive them out with his
cavalry and followed with his whole
force Tho establishment of the enemy
at Lawrenceburg and upon the road
thence to Harrodsburg would have com
pletely cut off Gen Smith from Gen
Bragg The force advancing toward
Lawrenceburg was Sills Division which
had diverged from Buells mnin army at
the same time that Dumout had moved
upon Frankfort

bills Division leu back across Halt
River losing several hundred prisoners
captured by Smiths advance brigade of
infantry the latter continuing to move
closer and closer to Harrodsburg The
naiu body of the enemy had in the mean ¬

time concentrated its marching columns
and moved to tho vicinity of Perryville
on the evening of the 7th

UKAGG MYSTIFIED AXD VACIIXATIXO
Says Duke The detachments which

ndvuuced to Frankfort and townrd
Lawrenceburg were not more than 12000
in all Sd rugged is the country through
which these detachments had to pass that
a comparatively nnall force could have
prevented their junction at Lawreueoburir
and held both at bay leaving the greater
part tJouiedcrnte- - army free to con-
centrate

¬

at Perryville Even had their
junction been permitted 3000 such cav
alry as Bragg had at his disposal could have
retarded their march to Harrodsburg for
several days They could not have forced
their way along the road in less than two

three days and as many would have
been required to make a detour and join
Buell In that lime the battle of Perry
villo could have been decided but
so completely was Gen Bragg ¬

as to Gen Buellx movements
that he seems to have supposed that
when tho latter moved from ¬

Oct 1 It was a movement of the
whole Federal army upon Frankfort aud
he ordered Gen Polk to move from
Rardstown by way of Bloomficld toward
Frankfort to strike the enemy In flank
ind rear while Gen Smith sliould take
him in front This order was evidently
issued under an unaccountable and entire
misapprehension f the true state of af-
fairs

¬

but showed a nerve and purpose
which promised well

After Gen Polk moved to Perrvvlllo
Gen Bragg of course learned of the ad¬

vance of the enemy In that direction and
uust avo known that it was in strong
wlumn or he would not have permitted
10000 troops to collect there to oppose
t He was still in error regarding the
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other movements nnd left the larger part
of his army to confront the forces ma
nuvering about Lawfencebdrg and Frank-
fort

¬

One glance at the map will show
the reader that it the enemy was really
advancing In heavy columns by these dif-
ferent

¬

routes was clearly Gen Braggs
best policy to have struck and crushed
if he could that body threatening him
from the South If he crushed that his
line of retreat would be safe and ha
could have fought the other at bis leisure

not at all as Jie chose If on the
contrary he had concentrated to fight
at Frankfort or Lawrcnceburg defeat
with this other force on his line of re-

treat
¬

would have been ruinous Even
complete victory would have left him still
in danger having yet another army to de-

feat
¬

or drive away He would have been
in cither case between his foes pre-
venting

¬

their junction and in a situation
to strike them in succession but jn the
one case bis rear was safe and in the
other it was threatened

He however divided his army and
to meet both dangers at the same

time Is saying too much that Gen
Bragg was saved from utter destruction
by the heroic courage of that fragment of
his arniv which fought at Perryville

It is the popular idea that a eninmaiid
er is out generaled when he deceived
Military phraseology can mystify the pop ¬

ular mind but it i nnnot eradicate from
it this idea Illicit certainly deceived
Biagg and by sending detachments num-
bering

¬

in all not riiore than 12001 lie
kept 10000 men the greater part of
Braggs army idle and rendered thein use-

less
¬

until the game was decided
After the battle of Perryville and

after accurate knowledge had been ob-

tained
¬

of how Sills and Dmnouts de-

tachments
¬

had deceived him into the be-

lief
¬

that they were the whole Federal
army Gen Bragg had his entire army
concentrateil at liarrodMiurg ammi Hav¬

ing joined him at that place The two
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demand surrender

it

isolated

e tuv

Battalion
in

Frank-
fort

was

to

oi me

or

mysti-
fied

Louis-
ville

1903

it

or

sought
it

is

an

armies then fairly confronted each other
neither had any strategic cxperimentsto
fear on flank or rear for Sills Division
was making a wide and prudent circuit
to get to Buell and Dumont was sta-
tionary

¬

at Frankfort It would have been
a fair square standup fight Buells
strength was less than at any Other period
of the eight or 10 days that a battle
was imminent Sill had not gotten up
The two armies faced each other not
more than three miles apart The belief
in each army was almost universal that
on the next morning we would fight Tho
troops thought so and despite the pour-
ing

¬

rain and their uncomfortable bivoirfcs
they were in high and exultant spirits
I know for I saw them late in the night
that some officers of high rank cheer--full- y

nnd snnguinely expected battle On
the next morning however Bragg re
treated to Bryantsville There was no
undignified haste about this movement The
troops moved off deliberately and in such
order that they could have beeir thrown
quickly into line of battle if ithad be-
come

¬

necessary Gen Bragg manifested
no great anxiety to get away from the
vicinity of the enemy nnd Gen Buell
certainly displayed no strong desire to de-
tain

¬

him
Gen Bragg came to the Western army

with a most enviable reputation He had
already displayed thoso qualities as an
organizer a disciplinarian and a military
administrator in which he was unrivalled
Ills dashing conduct at Shiloh and the
courage and ability there exhibited in
perfection in which ns a corps command-
er

¬

no General excelled him had made
him a universal favorite The admirable
method which when second in command
at Corinth and reilly at the head of
nffairs he introduced into all depart ¬

ments the marvelous skill in discipline
with which bf made of the mob at
Corinth a splendidly ordered formidable
army nnd his masterly evacuation of the
place totally deceiving Halleck caused
him to be regarded as the fit successor
of Albert Sidney Johnston nnd the com-
ing

¬

man of tho West Men waited in
breathless interest the consummation of
such a career But right there it seems
he began to fail As a subordinate ho
had no superior in bravery as the com-
mander

¬

of a great army he apparently
had no bravery at all No one now doubts
I presume that Gen Bragg fought at
Pcrryvilla with a fragment of his army
not to win a victory but to check the
enemy and cover his retreat

It is not infallibly certain that Gen
Bragg could have defeated Gen Buell
Nothing is absolutely certain in a military
sense not even the impregnability of a
work constructed by a West Pointer and
pronounced so by a committee of his class-
mates

¬

War is a game of various and
varying chances I think that under all
the circumstances and by the rules of
war Gen Bragg should have risked the
chances of a battle with his entire army
engaged

SCOOTING AND SKIRMISHING
When on the night of Oct 10 the army

was concentrated at Harrodsburg Morgan
was assigned a position six miles from the
town on the Danville road to picket the
extreme left flank The night was very
dark aud rainy The position of the main
bodies of the two armies was distinctly
marked by the long lines of enmp fires
shining the brighter because of the en-
vironing

¬

gloom Morgan lighted no fires
and he naturally supposed that any enemy
iu his immediate front nnd on a similar
mission would exercise a like precau-
tion

¬

Wishing to ascertain what was iu
the darkness before him between him andthe great semicircle made by the enemys
fires In front of Harrodsburg he sentCapt Cnsscll to reconnolter Cassell re
returned at daylight and eaia that a small
body of cavalry was on picket about a
niilo aud a quarter from Morgans posi-
tion

¬

and that a regiment of infantry was
n few hundred yards beyond the pickets
Cassell also made tho positive statement
that one piece of artillery had passed
along a narrow lane between the cavalry
picket and the infantry He hod ascer¬

tained this fact by the sense of touch not
being able to see anything In the intense
darkness He satisfied himself by feel
lug tho width and depth of the tracks that
they could have been made only by ar-
tillery

¬

Morgan attacked the pickets at an early
hour and drove them back to where Cas-
sell

¬

had located tha infantry The infan ¬

try were there sure enough and greeted

jfeli
ba

h nnraderates by firing a harmless
volley a pine or uTTUeiJ-

- opening at the
same time Capt CaC d rtRlly

chief t ujTinnbroueht bis accrirate
from out the darkuesspf the night

A GOOD TIME IN gUAKEUTOWN
I take thy conrtciyy br Heaven
As freely astiscuobly given

Having learned early Iil the afternoon
that Gen Bragg wnV failing back to
Brynntsulle and being TuTOrmed by his
scouts that the Federals had already occu ¬

pied Harrodsburg aiiuDalivilc Morgan
thought it high time towitlidraw from the
midst of encompassing danger there now
being an enemy on three sides of him
Iather pleased that he had received no
instructions he determined to play the
free lame and strike across the country
to enjoy the hospitalityof his friends the

Shakers Galloping across fields and
through woodlands Mfrnftiif nnd his merry
cavaliers arrived at Shalertown late in
the afternoon On n ffcrmer occasion they
had visited that community of pccular
people and had established friendly rela-
tions

¬

with them The Confederate chef
tain had manifested his respect for the

Society1 by treating them with distin ¬

guished consideration affording them
every possible protections nnd strictly for-
bidding

¬

his followers to trespass upon
them in any way consequently the Mor
gan men were prime favorites with the
kind hearted and substantia denizens of
Shiikortown nnd on the occasion of this
isit to the Community they were roy-

ally
¬

entertained deriving great benefit
from the perfect rectitude of conduct
which they had uniformly observed
when in that part of tho country The
entire Society of Shakers resolved it¬

self into u culinary committee and set
before the appreciative Morgan men a
feast in memory and honor of which they
drink toasts mid attune their bans to
this good day

On the 32th Morgan went to Nicholas
villo some 12 miles northeast of Shaker
town to observe the movements of the
Federals On the 13th he marched due
south to Lancaster some 20 miles reach-
ing

¬

that place nt noon In the afternoon
the Federals with whom Wheeler had ben
skirmishing all day advanced upon Lan ¬

caster and shelled the troops collected
there Then was also some sharpshoot
ing upon both side Two pieces of artil-
lery

¬

belonging to Gen Smiths rear guard
were brought back to fire a few parting
salutes to the Federal batteries The can-
nonading

¬

comparatively harmless con-
tinued

¬

until dark the Confederates hold ¬

ing the town during the flight Only one
division of Buclls arm was sent to Lan ¬

caster
On the morning of the 14th the Con-

federates
¬

slowly marched away from Lan-
caster

¬

Morgans cavalry and that of Col
Ashby forming the extreme rear guard of
Gen Kirby Smiths retreating corps They
were not pressed by the Federals and on
the I5th they halted at Gum Springs 23
miles from Richmond

AVhcn the halt was made at Gum
Springs Morgan suddenly conceived the
idea that he was not quite rej dy to leave
old Kentucky whereupon he immediately
began devising schemes to tarry in the
blue grass fields a while longer With his
usual winning way free nnd plausible
flow of speech he had little difficulty in
commanding Gen Smiths favorable con-

sideration
¬

of his views and his desire to
select his own line of retreat stipulating
however that he would protect the rear of
the infantry until all ganger was mani-
festly

¬

over He renrfjsentfid to Gen Smith
that he could feed his men and horses and
have them in good cemditjon at the end of
the retrcat by taking nodifferent route
from thnti pursued by the army which
would consume everythingi toJie foupd in
the sparsely supplied country through
which Jt would pass Hefexplainedj more ¬
over that in the routediCiproposcd o tako
he wouldcross Buells ircar and have op
portunities to take prisoners
trams and otherwise itoosenously annoy
thedlemy and thatnbyestabllshirig him-

self
¬

in the vicinity tof Gallatin Tenn
again lie would be able before driven
away to once more tearl up the railroad
and by- - that means retard the concentra-
tion

¬

of the Federal army at Nashville
Gen Smith pleasantly compiled with tin
sniliiigtavalrymahs request giving him
pnfilsSJotfMo go wliltner- - hN judgment
dictatd Morgan whsJtIiURmade7hiippy
and hisrougli riders overjoyed once more
sang their favorite song Cheer boys
cheer

To be continued

BEST POSSiBLEAUTHORlTV

Sheridan Quoted About His Black Horse the- Famous RlenzU
EniTon National Tribune THisVe

peated question as to the color of the
horse ridden to Cedar Creek by Gen
Sheridan sharply shows how v6fidtfre
ful wo1 ought to be about doubting tla
truthfulness of n comrade who tells of
something that wn do not remember It
ilffords indisputable evidence that our
memory is no always the very bestaii
thority and the vcry best thing upon
which to rely when we write or correct
history

Some comrades pooltively declare that
they knon that Sheridan did not ride a
black horse that 10th of October 1804
because they saw him on a gray He per¬

haps ehangodhorses nnd the comrades
saw him on only one of those he rode
Some say they do not remember to ever
have seen Sheridan on a black horse That
may be true and yet they may have seen
him on a black horse

Let us tako the Generals word for it
and let it go at that I have no doubt
that he had memory affection and docu-
ments

¬

to rely upon when he wrote his
Memoirs In June 1802 while Colonel of
2d Mich Cav lie was stationed at Rienzi
Miss In his Memoirs Vol I Chap 10
pp 177 184 ho says

Shortly after this affair Capt Archi-
bald

¬

T Campbell of the 2d Mich Cav
presented me with the black horse called
Rienzi since made historical from having
been ridden by me in many battles con-
spicuously

¬

in the rido from Winchester to
Cedar CreeU which has been celebrated
in the poem by T Buchanan Reed This
horso was of Morgan stock and then
about three years old He was jet black
exeppting three white feet 10 hands high
and strongly built with great powers of
endurance I rode him almost
continuously in every campaign nnd bat-
tle

¬

iu which I took part without once find-
ing

¬

him overcome by fatigue though on
many occasions his strength was severely
tested by long marches and short rations

Although he was several times
wounded this horse escaped death in ac-
tion

¬

and living to a ripe old age died in
1878 attended to the last with all the care
and surrounded with every cmfort due
the faithful service lie had rendered

Shall we say that that settles the dis-
pute

¬

G I Nash Lieutenant Loomis
Battery MnrcelluQIifo

The March to the Sea
D J Leitcr Geogcsyille Ohio wants

to know just what passed between Gens
Grant and Sherman7 with regard to the
march to the sea His memory is thnt
there was a conferrtice held between them
on a boat coming ilptli Ohio River and
Sherman then outlined his plan This
may or may not havebeen the case That
Sherman would take his army off some ¬

where after capturing Atlanta everybody

qucstiou Sherman himself hardly knew
when he started out from Atlanta wheth-
er

¬

ho would go to Mobile down the Chnt- -
tatioocuee or striKe offby the way of Au-
gusta

¬

in South Carolina andcome out on
the coast above Charleston Gen Grant
fully approved o the plan of marching
through to the sed somewhere but he
wanted Sherman to settle Hood before he
started Sherman had some troublo In
persuading him that it would not be wise
to follow Hood in his raid to the Ohio
making a stern chase oyer the exhausted
country He believed that he could send
back Thomas who with somo of the
troops and such as could bo sent him from
other points could head off Hood leav-
ing

¬

Sherman fr to march with the rest

march bad begun circumstances dictated
that It was best to eu to Savnnnnh
stead of to any of the other points which
Sherman had In view and accordingly
wem uiuntr rjouon national xbib
USE
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Fights at Buck Bead Creek Millers drove
sd Reynolds Plantation

EjT01 National Tihettne It was
ttbout 11 ot rCci a jn Nor S1SM
when the Sth Ind Cav succeeded in get
linif loosp from AVheelers boys fcr n spell
Hnving had about five lions lighting and
charging we wc ready for a breathing
spell Gen Kilpatrick rode forward to
select a place to rorm ins mvisiou nuu
ordered Col Jones with his 8th Iud Cav
in if nrsMililf hold tho enelllV in check
Wheeler seemed to have n pirticular lik
ing for the StU Ind Cav and wanted ns
to iro with him but wc declined After
the 2d Kv Cnv had built a barricade
across the Waynesboro road behind
which they w cre posted wc resumed our
course our mends rouowing closely

The rebs seemed devoid of fear for
on approaching the barricades they would
ride un tho rail incline and as they iwussed
the center would topple over into the
midst of the Kentucky boys and a hand
to hand lurht would follow rcsultiug iu
the withdrawing of our boys Twns said
and I believe truthfully that a mixture of
whisky and gunpowder had Iven issued
to them for certainly their every action
indicated it

Col Spencer was ordered to protect the
bridge across Buckhead Cicek Accord
ingly the 5th Ohio Cav was sent forwaid
on a gallop with instructions to hold the
bridge until all the troops had passed over
then destroy it Co 1 of the Tith Ohio
Cav was given the task supported by
the rciuahdvr of the rigiment with the
mountain howitzers so placed as to rake
the bridge- - if necessary The rebels fol
lowed up the rear skirmishing until the
bridire wits crossed

A barricade had been built across the
road some distance from the bridge be¬

hind which a portion of the guards had
lined up after crossing

Taking his division to ReynoWs planta
tion leu Kilputrick put about 100
negroes to work and with the assistance
of the cavalry a barricade was bnilt
along the bnw of n hill about a mile iu
length with open fields iu front nnd flanks
turned well to the rear behind which were
placed the guns of the 10th Wis Battery
loaded with grape The cavalry was dis-
posed

¬

along the barricade except two regi-
ments

¬

of sharpshooters one on either
flank the Cth Ohio Cav with two moun
tain howitzers nt the bridge and the 8th
Ind Cav held mounted for the purpose
of charging should the occasion present

During this time me refreshed ourselves
with a substantial meal of coffee and
hardtack not forgetting to feed our
horses

About this time the enemy who had
followed to the bridge suddenly disap
peared and although tho artillery shelled
tho woods it was unable to disclose his
whereabouts What was Wheeler up to
now was the unanswered query All
the troops having passed over the bridge
it was destroyed and Co D 5th Ohio
Cav was ordered to escort the artillery
back to the main line a distance of about
one and a half miles The horses were
started on tho run

When the rebels discovered that they
could not cross the bridges they divided
and finding a ford above nnd one below
the bridge crossed coming up on both
flanks of the Ohio boys in an attempt to
capture them They failed and a run-
ning

¬

light was kept up until the ivorks
were reached

When Wheeler discovered the barri-
cades

¬

he dismounted a portion of his com ¬

mand which moved forward to charge
our position this line to be followed by
a mounted line expecting a repetition of
the affairs of the morning

They came on meeting no resistance
until it seemed to us who were watching
them that they would gain our works
A they neared our lines Capt Foot ex-
claimed

¬

They arc here My God they
will come over the works
ujBiU the rails being parted eight piece9
of artillery belched into the midst of the
advancing line and with the boom and
roar of the cannon mingled the rattle of
thousands of carbines until the surround-
ing

¬

hills shook from the reverberations as
volley after volley was poured into the
reeling rebels who were compelled to sek
the shelter of the woods iu order to save
the command from annihilation and who
falling back left over COO killed and
wounded in our front

When they reached tho woods they re-
formed

¬

nnd an attempt was made to turn
both our flanks but our Spencers ad-
monished

¬

them of their foolhardiness
Wheeler having been repulsed in our

front attempted io gain our rear The
command left the barricades taking the
road toward Louisville Ga The reliels
seemeil somewhat discouraged Although
they followed us they kept nt a respectful
distance while the Sth Ind Cav bring ¬

ing Up the rear would blaze away when
the rebels came within range of their
Spencers

In the vicinity of Louisville wc went
hito itcamp in the swamp tired and
hungry but strongly barricading prepari-
ng- for any move of the enemy The in-

fantry
¬

hearing our ennnon surmised that
we were hard pressed and started for our
rebel arriving on the opposite side of the
creek tho following morning when we
joined them near Louisivllc and I can
assure you we were not sorry

The command went into camp on the
banks of Lambert Creek where we took
a few days rest the first since we started
from Atlanta

By Dec 1 the wagon train having ar-
rived

¬

being supplied with rations and
plenty of ammunition the column was
put in motion townrd Waynesboro Col
Baldwin with tho 5th Ky Cav moving
in front of Gen Bairds Division

It was not long before the Sth Ky and
1st Ala Cav found themselves iu n
wasps nest of rebels Tho 1st battalion
of the Sth Ind Cav had been sent to the
right ns flankers When Gen Kilpatrick
received a report of the condition of the
two regiments ho ordered Col Jones to
proceed with the 8th Ind Cav to their
relief nnd the 2d and ad battalions went
at the rebels on the left of the road push-
ing

¬

them back The 1st battalion pushed
forward through the woods about a half
milo to the main road at Millers Grove
across which the enemy had retreated
when wo found ourselves confronted by
a Kentucky rebel brigade dismounted and
deployed They opened by a heavy vol-
ley

¬

but we pushed ahead delivering shot
for shot until we ttere in the woods nnd
near their horses but finding ourselves
flanked nnd subjected to n hot crossfire
were compelled to fall back Being re-
lieved

¬

the rebels had a chance to mount
their horses and were after us

As we crossed the road we saw the Oth
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Mich Cav and 02d I1L Mtdjnf coming
to our assistance on n gallop We again
formed a Jino along me roan mm imuukul
our Spencers into play so occupying the

i r In Kol flint flirts fliff not
discover the approach of our assistance
until tliey uasneu 10 me irom auu ic
three regiments charged them

We found them too strong for us but
untllthe entire divi-

sion
¬wn hold our position- -

was sent forward when after a
stnbboru resistance they were driven
from tho field leaving their dead and
wounded

Wc have a statement in the Book of
Books Then shall brother be arrayed
against brother father against son etc
This was verified in this days engage ¬

ment as n member of our 1st Ala Cav
found a wounded brother of the 1st rebel
Ala Cav on the field and a father found
his son and neighbor met neighbor in
that affair

In the first charge before being flanked
we were so close to each other that some
of our boys woumLs were powderburncd

The column moved forward our wound ¬

ed being placed in ambulances the rebels
being left where they fell nnd after
marching about three miles we went into
camp Lkiiov S Eaixis Co A 8th Ind
Cav 312 S Waller Ave Austin III

SERVICE OF 22d IND

The Limping Squad Wishes to Tender Thanks
for a Lift

Editoh National Tbibcse When 1

remember the battles reported by com-

rades

¬

the elaborate details in every part
of the field I am compelled to acknowl-

edge

¬

my utter incompetency in that tc
spect as I always found enough to take
up my entire time and utmost endeavor
in my own immediate neighborhood I

will only try to give a limited synopsis of
the service of my regiment in all of which
I bore an humble part s

Our first hinell of powder was a private
scrap with some of our own troops at
Glasgow Mo usually called the raw
Paw fight where there was a deadly
blunder by somebody We were on au ex-

pedition
¬

to relieve Col Mulligan at Boone-

ville
¬

Mo nnd in the night two detach-
ments

¬

of Federal troops were landed with-

out
¬

each others knowledge to reconnolter
the village of Glasgow The result was
that several soldiers were sacrificed
among them our own Major Gordon lan- -

111 1 V Bil IVW1 OVw -

Arkansas Mississippi Tennessee Iven- -

tucKv Aiaoania ueorgia souiu uuwuia
North Carolina and marched on to the
Grand Iteview at Washington having
participated in the important battles of
Pea llidge Ark Corinth Miss Iukn
Springs Miss Perryville Ky Stone
Itivcr Tenn Chicknmauga Ga Mission
Ridge Ga Rome Ga and nearly all of
the battles resulting in the fall of Atlanta
including Kencsaw Peach Tree Creek

ini nun on tin 10th nml iitlipr
inillllt 111 i im vi un v
troops on the 20th the battles in front
of Atlanta anu jouesuoro iiieui e iu uik
sea

The last battle wc were engaged m was
Bcntonville X C

I am unable to give more than a very
meager account of any one of these en-

gagements
¬

as a whole having been al¬

ways so thoroughly taken np with that
part or tlie worK in my iminciuaie ln ui
1nt T 1liff tttiin in ImaV fill-- thn Otlll r

sAllsi- - Pl ini nil ilinen tllinf4 llltO
sideration I am at a loss to conceive of
any soldier being a competent wimes as
to wliat passeu at a uisiance 10 euuer iuu
right or left of his own position

But lest I be accused of criticism I
will change the subject by asking a ques- -
tn VI nninnfi Yilli TMilofJ n fill11U11 11 11V MUi jw
the cavalry rear guard on the day that
we crossed St rraucis mver wuue on
1a nnwAl fltn ArlIIICia lll Allll AllQ- -

IIIU 1U1IU1 uvu IkllUW v
souri to Cape Girardeau to reinforce
Grant at Shiloh If any reader was I
ask him Do you remember the ragged
oareiooicu oergcant unu ms wiuau nuu
were limping along marking every step
with blood when you took pity on them
and told them to ride your hon es until
tney crossed tue river anu to men iiu me
animals aud hobble along Aud did you

Well I will take this opportunity to say
lor Hint pquiiu xiutiit umiui iiiui
mnn a flttn fiiln Ttwl nrvTi ml aisii mill
vidual belonging to that rear guard was
to iti1 m ac it ill fta linrli o vnntlmiiiiii nml
a scholar Tab IIakman Sergeant Co
i u luu Xiui ioi r uisi iuui uu

HORRORS OF FAIR OAKS

Bodies of 0or Dead Bobbed of Their Clothing
by the Betels

Editor National Thibcxe A solid
shot fired from a rebel fieldpicco at
Caseys Division about noon May 31 02
was the signal for the rebel advance on
all their line and opened the battle of
Fair Oaks

We Caseys Division held them in
check till nearly 4 p in at which time
we were nearly surrounded nnd what
could made their escape through a terri-
ble

¬

cross fire to Couchs line of defense
They were slow iu striking our second
line

Our camp- was retaken the next day
June 1 when nenrly all of our army were
across tho Chickahominy facing the Con

Don t suffer with Catarrh any
longer

Dont let it destroy your happiness
your health your very life itself
Dont waste any moro time

fiiergy money in trying to conquer
it with worthless nostrums

Dont think it cant bo vanquished
just bocaii c you have not sought help
in the right place

Write to me at once and learn how
it can bo cured Xot merely for a
lay a week or a year but perma ¬

nently Let me explain my new scien-
tific

¬

method of treatment discovered
by myself used only by myself

Catarrh is more than an annoying
trouble more than an unclean disease

more than n brief ailment Its tho
advance guard of Consumption If
you dont check it its bound to be¬

come Consumption It has opened the
door of death for thousands Take it
in hand now before its too late

lis gladly diagnose jour case and
give you free consultation nnd advice
It shall not cost you a cent

LET ME TELL

YOU JUST HOW

TO CURE CATARRH
Let me show yon what Ill do for you
entirely without charge Thousands
have accepted this offer to day they
are free from Catarrh Youve noth-
ing

¬

to lose and everything to gain
Just for the asking youll receive the
benefit of my eighteen years of ex-
perience

¬

my important new discov ¬

eries my vast knowledge of the dis-

ease
¬

Health Specialist SPJlOUlMw4 to U Uoane
SU BcrMonwlIl you kindly end me entirelye0118 oU

federates under Johnston and before the
sun went down Johnston with his army
was safe in the trenches nround Rich ¬

mond which ended the battle of lair
Oaks

AH were green in those early days of
the war Generals as well as privates
Never after that were we drawn up to
form line of battle in a position where
sharpshooters could pick off officers can-
noneers

¬

men and horses as was done that
afternoon of May 31 We came out with-
out

¬

any officers One limber which had
only the wheel team not killed was all
that was saved of the Empire Battery
Our noble Col Bailey was shot through
the head at the redoubt Some of onr
boys were wonnded while taking hi3 body
to the rear Our Adjntant was wounded
our Major was killed we found his body
the next day when our camp was retaken

but not a stitch of clothing remained on
his person What a sight met onr eyes
Drivers and horses lying side by side can-
noneers

¬

dead where their guns had been
Between killed wonnded and prisoners

there was not enough of ns left to hold
our organization consequently we were
split up and assigned to other batteries

Such an uneven contest I never beheld
during the war and I was in it to tha
finish Gkoroe S ScrLLTCT Co A 1st
N Y L A and Sth Indpt N Y Bat-
tery

¬

Mendota III
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